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The chief ose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 


nautics to the 


ng personnel in the Regular 
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EMERGENCY FLOTATION FOR LAND AIRPLANES 
By the Materiel Division Correspondent 


The desirability of 
of keeping a land ai 
Case of a forced land 
early recognized. The 
sion, Air Service, worked on this prob- 
lem at McCook Fiela following the World 
Wer, The first experiments were conduct- 
ed on a DH-4 airplane fitted with an 
uaremey flotation gear consisting of 
inflatable rubber bags mounted under the 
wage and air bags in the tail. Wing 

ontoons were installed near the —e 

ips and hydrovanes in front of the dJand- 
ing gear, The latter prevented nosing 
over and supported the weight of the air- 
lane in lan until sufficient speed 

d been lost to prevent the bags from 
being torn off. vane on the il skid 
was used to hold the tail down. The 
tests indicated, however, that the hydro-~ 
vane in front of the landing gear did 
not ride the surface of the water and 
the tail skid vane did not engage the 
water during landing. There was no ten- 
dency to nose over, 

There was no further development of 
emergency flotation gear by the Air 
Corps until about the year 1930. At 
that time the 0-2H airplanes were 
equipped with emergency flotation equip- 
ment which had been developed by the 
Navy. The Naval gear consisted of flo- 
tation bags folded into a quick-opening 
container installed inside the upper 
wing and a cylinder of liquid carbon 
dioxide fitted with a release valve. The 

ear was operated by manual release, 

sc ging the carbon dioxide into the 
rece which in turn released and in- 
flated the flotation bags. Since the 
bags were carried inside the wings and 
fuselage, there was practically no drag 
on the airplane. 

An Air Corps policy requiring emergen- 
cy flotati-a on all airplanes required 
to fly over water became effective in 
1932, Specifications were prepared 
based on the Navy requirements. The 
‘oquepment was required to operate auto- 

ically upon landing in the water. A 
manual release was provided for emergen- 
cy. Considerable experimental work was 
necessary to establish the ratio of the 
cubical size of the bag containers in 
relation to the bag sizes, Automatic 


roviding a means 
ane afloat in 
on water was 
ineering Divi- 





Ft ped 


valves which could be operated either 
manually or automatically. together with 
a bag release operated by C02 pressure, 
were developed, An experimental gear 
was purchased and installed on a survey- 
ed 0-17 airplane which was rolled into 
Huffman Lake near Patterson Field to 
check the automatic valves, time cf in- 
flation, and other characteristics, This 
type of flotation < etes) was install- 
ed on practically all airplanes in 
foreign service. 

The maintenance cost of this type of 
equipment ran high, due to functional 
tests required periodicall to insure it 
Heo . woretns oFcen, & eepber flo- 

ation eteriorated r as a 
result ea ee Poy try ts urge con- 
tainers. In one case accidental release 
of C02 inflated the bags in the air, and 
caused the loss of the airplane. 

The advent of p od-covered wings 
and of all-metal wings suggested the 
shy ole ee Fin’ using watertight compart- 
ments in wings, tail surfaces, or 
fuselages for the desired flotation, Pre- 
liminary studies indicated that the 
watertight compartments could be built 
into the wings and other units of the 
airplane with less weight increase than 
by us gas-inflated bags. 

Accordingly, tentative requirements 
were set up and the Glenn L, Martin Com- 
pany was contacted regarding the - 

ility of incorporating watertight flo- 
tation in at least some of the B-10 or 
Be12 airplanes then under construction. 
The study of this problem indicated that 
the built-in flotation could be install- 
ed with a weight increase of approximate- 


ly 50 pounds per airplane, as compared 
th a probable weight of 105 to 110 
ounds Built-in 


or the 008 7 ig og 
lotation was included in the B-12A air- 
aay 11 t¢ f Air C mbat 
0 a ypes 0 r Corps comba 
airplanes, except si lemlace Pur suit 
and basic combat airplanes, are regusres 
to have a means of flotation when forced 
down on water. . 

Built-in flotation in accordance with 
U.S. Army Specification 40233 is being 
incorporated in all Air Corps airplanes, 
except as noted above. This specifica- 


tion required that flotation be provided 
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with 35 percent excess buoyancy in the 
form of eanerste compartments in the 
wings, tail surfaces, or fuselage; and 
that adequate vents be provided to pre- 
vent a differential pressure in excess 
of 12 pounds per square foot in either a 
climb or a dive from service ceiling. 
Provisions for using a bilge pump are 
also required in order to overcome leak~ 
age which might develop from age or 
stresses in landing. ; 

The specification also requires that 
the compartments be watertiant and ca- 
pable of holding a test cater or air 
pressure for one hour .lthout signs of 
leaks. Due to the ype of structure 
used in wings, considerable difficulty 
was experienced by Air Corps contractors 
in meeting this requirement. In order 
to overcome this, test specimens in the 
form of a section of a two-spar wing ° 
were fabricated from heat-treated alloy, 
using sealing compounds in the seams, 
for test by the Air Corps Materiel Divi- 
sion, The results of these tests indi- 
cate that flotation compartments can be 
made watertight, provided the structure 
is adaptable to a sealed with tape 
snpregnesed. with sealing compound. 

t is being found practically impos- 
sible so to locate built-in compartments 
that the airplane will float horizontal- 
ly and right side up, especially in the 
smaller airplanes. The watertight com- 
partments are in the wings and the con- 
centration of weight due to installation 
of the engines and other equipment for- 
ward of the wings produces a tendency 
for the nose to submerge. This can usu- 
ally be corrected by shifting the crew 
aft when the airplane is afloat, After 
the crew is removed the tendency to nose 
down is not so important, since the air- 
plane can be salvaged in this attitude 
satisfactorily. 

In recent years the Air Corps has had 
very few landings in water with air- 
prance equipped with built-in flotation, 

ut it has proved satisfactory in these 
few instances, " 
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FIELD TRAINING FOR 4TH RECON, SQUADRON 


_The 4th Reconnaissance Squadron, sta- 
tioned at Luke Field, 7.H., was schedul- 
ed to move to Bellows Field on June 20th 
for its annual period of field training 
and ground gunnery, The entire Squadron 
was to be included and the movement made 
by truck and airplane. The training was 
to be progressive and to include: 

-3O Cal. machine firing on 1000 
inch range, beer flexible aerial guns. 

-45 Cal. pisto 
at, Lorene A 

-45 Cal. pistol shooting by all per- 
sonnel authorized to fire for record. 

-5O Cal. aerial machine firing as 
in Event I, Phase I of Tra ning, Regula- 
tions 440-40; training in bombing also 


shooting by all person- 











to be continued if time permits. 

"Our cooperative mission with Battery 
ta,*® 15th Coast Artillery, of locating 
targets for 16-inch guns at long ranges 
is progressing nicely," reports the News 
Letter Correspondent, and he adds: "A 
definite procedure has been worked out 
and is now being perfected," 


A WEATHER MAN OF MANY DEGREES 


The promotion of Captain Randolph P, 
Williams, weather officer of the General 
Headquarters Air Force at Langley Field, 
Va., to the rank of Major was recently 
announced, 

Under the newly installed system, the 
Air Corps has its own weather observers. 
It is the job of Major Williams to see 
that the six air bases of the General 
Headquarters Air Force in Louisiana, 
California, Virginia, New York and 
Michigan are supplied with the proper 
weather information and that it is pro- 
perly disseminated at these bases, 

Major Wiliiams possesses four aero- 
nautical ratings, those of Airplane 
Pilot, Airplane Observer, Airship Pilot 
and Balloon Observer. 

Schools from which he holds graduation 
certificates include (te Engineers' 
School, Belvoir, Va. (then Fort 
Humphreys) ;the Air CorpsBalloon and Air- 
ship School at Scott Field, I1l.; the’ 
Air Corps en a ae | School, Wright 
Field, Ohio; the United States Military 
Academy, West Point, N.Y., with degree 
of B.S.; and the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, Cambridge, Mass., with 
degree of M.S. In addition, Major 
Williams took a post graduate course in 
aerology at the U.S. Naval Academy, 
Annapolis, Md., and he holds the honora- 
ry degree of Doctor of Science from the 
South Dakota School of Mines. : 

Major Williams is a native of Balti- 
more, Md., and claims Washington, D.C., 
as his home town, . 

amm=OD 0mm 


A CORRECTION 


In the previous issue of the Air Corps 
News Letter, listing the names of Air 
Corps officers who graduated on June 22d 
from the Army War College, the name of 
Colonel Henry W. Harms was inadvertently 
omitted, The News Letter regrets the 
omission, 

Colonel Harms, who is now on leave of 
absence, is slated for assignment to 
duty in the Supply Division, Office of 
the Chief of the Air Corps. Prior to 
his assignment as a student at the Army 
War College, he was Commandant of the 
Primary Flying School, Randolph Fieid, 
Texas. He will return to familiar sur- 
ney since some ten fe 7 Fe ago he 
was on duty in the Materiel Liaison Sec- 


tion of the Chief's Office. 
a V-7791, A, C. 














MARCH FIELD TRAINS ORDNANCE RESERVE OFFICERS 


Under the direction of the Commanding 
General of the General Bandanas tans Air 
Force, there has been organized an Ord- 
nance Service which is responsible for 
furnishing bombs, pyrotechnics, machine 
gun ammunition, and guns of all kinds to 
all organizations of «the GHQ Air Force. 
Due to shortage of personnel, its peace 
time strength is a proximate 20% of 
its proposed war time etrengs .._Accord- 
ingly, authorization to assign 25 Ord- 
nance Reserve Officers to the Ordnance 
Service of the GHQ Air Force was granted 
early this year. e duty of obtaining 
and training these officers was assigned 
to March Field, 

Within two months after the authoriza- 
tion, the full quota of Ordnance Reserve 
officers had been transferred to the GHQ 
Air Force and assigned to March Field 
for training. All of these officers now 
reside in Southern California, and for 
this reason it vee poaesnse to assign 
all of them to March Field for training. 


On M-day their assignments will be spread 


ous over all of the bases of the GHQ Air 
orce, 

In April of this year, the followi 
four officers received two weeks' active 
duty training at March Field: 

lst Lieut. F.E, Whittenburg 

end Lieut. R.G. Goodall 

end Lieut. M, Hicks 

end Lieut. A. Curtis 

In June of this year, the following 
four additional officers received two 
vente active duty training at March 

eld: 

lst Lieut. H.J, Galbraith 

lst Lieut. K.J, Soderberg 

lst Lieut. D.E, Willetts 

lst Lieut. G.S, Johnson 

The training of these officers was so 
arranged that they were able aotually to 
assist in the preparation of bombs and 
Other Ordnance equipment while they were 
at March Field. They accompanied the 
17th Attack organizations in some of 
their tactical training missions; they 
observed the 19th Bombardment Group per- 
sonnel receiving training in bomb drop- 
ping by flying with them in Bombardment 
airplanes when bombs were being dropped. 
Two days were spent at Muroc assist 
in the preparation of bombs and inspect- 
ing the Muroc bomb storage and target 
facilities. They observed the method 
used in the destruction of dud and ex- 
plosive bombs at Muroc. Naturally, they 
also experienced the Muroc climate both 
day and night. The general opinion of 
the officers who received this training 
was that it was the most valuable and 
most enjoyable period of active gs 
which they had ever experienced. All of 
them were anxious to have another tour 
of active duty under the same conditions. 

While on active duty, the officers 


/-D.C., and assigned to March Field, Calif, 
ole , V-7791, A.C. 


were attached to the 4th Platoon of the 
10th Ordnance Service ng | which is 
stationed at March Field. e training 
was conducted by personnel of the 4th 
Platoon, which is commanded by Captain 
Philip Schwartz, Ordnance Department. 
Technical Sergeant William Steinback of 
the 4th Platoon accompanied the officers 
during all of their instruction periods. 

It is understood that efforts are now 
being made to have Reserve officers of 
other branches besides Ordnance assigned 
to the GHQ Air Force. The successf 
assignment and training of Ordnance 
officers has shown that similar assign- 
ments of officers of other branches are 
both practicable oe i Atel oe 

er eee 


AIRCRAFT TRAFFIC AT ATLANTA AIRPORT 


Advice received from the Commanding 
Officer of the Air Corps Detachment, 
re Airport, Atlanta, Ga., is to 
the effect that during the fiscal year 
1938, with a detailed emergency crew of 
two enlisted men - except that when 
traffic was in flights of more than two 
airplanes the ar crew was called 
out to assist - the following transient 
aircraft traffic was handled at that 
station: 

Total airplanes handled throughout the 
fiscal year numbered 2,051. Of this 
total, 1,356 were Army aircraft and 695 
were aircraft of the U.S. Navy. These 
figures do not include airplanes used 
by Reserve officers on inactive status 
and on 14-day ne es. periods. 
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PROMOTION OF AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


The following-named Air Corps officers 
received promotion to the permanent rank 
indicated, effective July 1938: 

Brigadier Generals Delos &, Emmons and 


Arnold N, Krogstad, Wing Commanders, and 
trey the permanent rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel, ie Olonel 

Majors (t 


emporary) Jose L. Stromme, 
Rudolph W, Propst, Frank D. Hackett, 
eee EK. Jones and Robin A, Day, to 

or, 
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Major George §, Warren, Air ik Se was 
iven the temporary appointment of Lieut. 
Olonel, with rank from July 1, 1938. 

Effective August 11, 1938, Colonel 

Percy E, Van Nostrand, Air Corps (General 
Staff), is relieved from detail as a mem- 
ber of the General Staff Corps, from as- 
signment to the War Department General 
Staff, and from further duty in the Of- 
fice of the Chief of Staff, Washington 
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26TH ATTACK SQUADRON FLIES TO KAUAI 


By lst Lieut. 


The Island of Kauai, the oldest of the 
Hawaiian Group and some 90 miles west- 
ward from Oahu, was the setting for one 
of the most pleasant field exercises 
ever conducted by the 26th Attack Squad- 
ron. 
Greeted by clear skies and warm semi- 
tropical sunshine, nine A~-l2 airplanes 
recently rose from Wheeler Field and 
headed westward to cross ninety miles of 
open sea. At 8,000 feet, the nine air- 
pianes leveled off and proceeded to en- 
poy a flight which for glessy~-smoothness 

s seldom experienced by Attack air- ~ 
lanes. A small speck, some 7,000 feet 

elow, gave assurance to all that the 
OA-8 Amphibian plane was on the job to 

insure a safe crossing. 

In the Hawaiian Island Group, each 
island has some characteristic of histo- 
rical or natural interest different from 
the others, The aerial view cf these 
islands gives the impression of 4 + 
cane and pineapples. To realize the 
hidden beauty of these islands, it is 
necessary to go by automobile to the out 
of the way spots. 
ron was exceedingly fortunate to see 
Kauai from the ground. 

The huge Waimea Canyon, made when 
Medam Pele was rampant centuries ago, 
Can be compared o to the Grand Canyon 
of Arizona. The grandeur of this canyon 
cannot be described in writing. Looking 
down hundreds of feet, one sees a small 
stream coursing its to the ocean; 
then, as his gate wanders to the precip- 
itous sides, hs observes a blending of 
ali the colors of the spectrum, A slight 
mist affords a rainbow. Surely, this 
sight will long be remembered by person- 
ne —— it. 

Barking Sands is a stretch of beach 
where, some Of the oldtimers say, the 
crunching sound of the strides of bare- 
footed warriors, long dead, can still be 
heard when the weather conditions are 
right for the warriors to roan. 
. ne et built by the Henelanes, 
egendary brownies, sprang over n ; 
each stone almost the size of a brownie. 


Laie Bay is truly the garden spot of 
all Kauai. A cove sheltered by h 
cliffs on two sides, white sands, tropic- 
al vegetation, a stream emptying into 
the ocean, ali combine to form a presiy 
picture. One can easily ine being 


transplanted in old Hawaii with gay» 
aastes natives making the skies ring 
with their carefree laughter. 

The McBryde Estate is now.open to the | 
public, thus enabling everyone to enjoy 
@ scene of beauty ch was once the 
preva bepe of only a few. Tall tropical 
trees, brilliant flowers, roaming 
ae @ll make this truly a rare 
= é 


| 


The 26th Attack Squad-| 


| island, about twent; 





| 


.W. Suarez, Air Corps 


During the say, all personnel were af- 
forded the opportunity of viewing the 
Island of Niihau from the air. This 
miles off the coast 
of Kauai, is owned by the Robinson 
brothers. The Robinsons and 150 full- 
blooded Hawaiians are the sole inhabit- 
ants of the island. It is one of the 
neal oh sa iy, estates run on a feudal 

asis. 

There are sections of white sanded 
beach where one can find hundreds of 
skulls and bones. It was never definite- 
ly explained whether these are grave 
yards or old battlefields. One attached 
pilot would like to believe that they 
are old battlefields, for he proudly ex- 
hibits in his office a skull and some 
bones as his trophy. Even though the 
skull is small a. to be that of a 
woman, let us say, for his sake, that 
the sands are historic battlefields. 

And so when the 26th Attack Squadron 
said "Aloha" to Kauai, it was with the 
ge that some day it would again be 
its privilege to enjoy Kauai's gardens 
of rare beauty. > 
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ACTIVITIES GROWING AT HICKAM FIELD 


With et id increased activity at 
Hickam Field, T.H., more and more 
partments of the 5th Bombardment Gro 
are setting offices there. In addi- 
tion to the 23rd, 3lst and 72nd Bombard- 
ment Squadrons operating their B-18's 
out of the new Sanger the squadron 
operations, commun cations and meteoro- 
logical section are expected to join the 
Group Materiel Section in the new Opera- 
tions Building in the near future. The 
Group Head ters remains at Luke Field. 
Using ships' weather reports as a 
source of information on vessels in the 
vicinity of the Hawaiian islands, navi- 
, tenten of the 5th Bombardment Group are 
voting a large part of their time in. 
conducting search and interception mis- 
sions, With the large amount of water 
traffic in and out of this, the "Cross- 
roads of the Pacific," an unusual oppor- 
tunity is provided for training of this 


type. 


---000--— 


Effective on or about August 15, 1938, 
Lieut. Colonel Ralph H, Wooten, Air 
Corps, General Staff, is relieved from 
moe gests to the War Department General 
Staff and from assignment and ag: d in the 
office of the Chief of Staff, Washington, 
D.C., and is then assigned to the Gener- 
al Staff with troops and to duty at the 
American Embassy, Santiago, Chile, as 
milit attache and military attache for 
air to le and Bolivia. | ee 
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THE NEW CLASS AT THE ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL 


Class 38-C, the largest in the peace- 
time history of Kelly Field, consisting 
of 65 R ar Army officers and 83 sty 
ing Cadets, Air Corps, reported from the 
Primary ng School, Randolph Field, | 
Texas, on June 27, 1938, for training at. 
the Advanced Flying School. 

In this class there are eight sons of 
Army officers, namely: ' 

2nd Lieut. cna en B, Westover 
Samel C, Gurney, Jr. 
Malcolm Green, Jr. 
Harold E, Marr, Jr. 
Marshall R. Gray 
Alan D, Clark 
d Horace mie ay 

Flying Cotes Eriksen E, lling 
The follo ng Flying Cadets were ap- 
the enlisted ranks of the 


ar : 
ng Ss. Grew, wre A 
ers Young, Air Corps 
Seunode M, Welborn 
Forrest H, Baxter, Air Corps 
The period from June 27th to July lst 
was devoted to processing the new clags, 
and a number took advantage of short 
leaves of absence over the 4th of July. 
F ong a ves training commenced on. 
J » 1938, 
e class was assigned to Sections of 
the Advanced Flying School, as follows: 


Attack Sections 16 officers and 14 
" eguberane ts ction; 24 offi d 
m nt Section: officers an 
a 


14 Flying ets. 
a rvation Section: 6 officers and 


Piyi aes 
Pureuit Section: 19 officers and 41 
Flying 


8. 
en the above class commenced train- 
ing at the Primary Fly School on Octo- 
ber 15, 1937, it numbered a total of 
271 students (105 officers and 166 Fly- 
ing Cadets). Since a total of 148 stu- 
dents reported for advanced training at 
Kelly Field on June 27th, it will be 
noted that 54.6% of the class which 
started training successfully completed 
has Dry Fieice Scheos courses at the 
rimary ng ol, 

The class is expected to graduate 
early in October, 1938, 

The students now sag their ad- 
vanced training at Kelly Field are given 
below, as follows: 

OFFICERS 
“Kttack Section 


sas ss 


pO inted from 
egul 


Bi , Ala. 

' Gl e, Calif. 

Sen Jose, Calif. 

Sausalito, Calif. 

; or poe § 

cago, " 

rt, Me. 

Needham Heights, Mass. 
Minneapo 


Denson, Render Dowdell 
Andrews, Frank Williem 
Leland, Gordon Custer 
Green, Malcolm, Jr. 
Posey, James Theo 
Brummel, Donald Bowen 
Marr, Harold Everett, Jr. 


Low, Curtis Raymond 
van Leuven, Harry Frencis 


lis + Minn.) 








Durham, Jasper Newton Salem, lb. 
Berden, Richard Risley Pen Yan, N.Y. 
Miller, Joseph Alfred,Jr. Brevard, N.C. 
Herman, Robert Hensey Middletown, Ohio 
Hipps, William Grover Curwensville, Pa. 
oA Walter Houston, Texas 
Pell, Floyd Joaquin Ogden, Uteh 
Bombardment Section 
Caldwell, Jack Edward Searcy, Ark. 
Wade, Kenneth Sayre San Diego, Calif. 
Preston, Maurice Arthur Tulare, Calif. 
Clark, Alan Doane Washington, D.C. 
Diehl, Conrad Henry, Jr. Washington, D.C. 
Rutherford, Alvord Washington, D.C. 
Westover, Charles Bainbridge Washington, D.C. 
Dorney, Harvey Charles Olney, Ill. 
Horrigan, William Kienle Fort Thomas, Ky. 
Taylor, Robert, 3rd Baltimore, Md. 


Spilman, Lawrence Augustus 
Gray, Marshall Randolph Newton Center, Mass. 
Donohew, Jack Norman Slater, Mo. 
McDonald, William Emmett Urich, Mo. 
Ohmen, Nils Olof East Dedham, Mass. 
Sanborn, Kenneth Oliver Potter Place, N.H. 
Gurney, Samuel Charles,Jr. Ridgewood, N.J. 
Hackford, Richard Hilton Gardenville, N.Y. 
Greeley, Horace Jackson Heights, N.Y. 
Agee, Sem Wilkerson, Jr. Silver City, N.M. 
Dunlop, Woodrow William Manville, R.I. 
Conway, Walter Clem Abilene, Toxas 
Batjer, John Francis Houston, Texas 
Holcomb, George Lawrence Kemp, Texas 


Observation Section 
Mauldin, Whiteford Carlisle Lockesburg, Ark. 


Powell, Thomas Everett San Francisco, Calif. 
Tarro, John Albert Til. 





Lee, Robert Merrill Me. 
Mosby, John Trueheart Va. 
Stratton, Wilbur Harvey Seattle, Wash. 


Pursuit Section 





Hammond, Harry Edwin Pine Bluéf, Ark, 
Sprague, Charles Andrews Brid , Conn. 
Robbins, Charles Louis » Inde 


Clingerman, William Ray, Jr. Terre Haute,Ind. 


Hold , Thomas Alexander Marshalltown, Iowa 
Lesser, Robert Fales Lincolnville, Me. 
Magoffin, Morton David Deerwood, Minn. 
Ulricson, John Russell Milford, N.H. 
Cain, William Joseph, Jr. Beiyonne, N.J. 
Stark, Charles William, Jr. Trenton, N.d. 
Klocko, Richard Phillip Dunkirk, N.Y. 
Bondley, Charles John, Jr. . Ohio 
Wright, Harold Bell Calvin, Okla. 


Beaver Falls, Pa. 
Knoxville, Tenn. 
Austin, Texas 


Ellis, Gele Eugene 
Holloway, Bruce Keener 
McElroy, Ivan Wilson 
Fellows, Richard William 
Eriksen, John Gordon 


Stevenson, John Dudley Tie Siding, Wyo. 


All but four of the officers above listed 
are secobd lieutenants and members of the 
class which graduated from the U.S. Military 
Academy, West Point, N.Y., June 12, 1937. The 
four exceptions are Captain John Albert Tarro, 
V-7791, A.C. 








Air Corps; lst Lieuts. Charles John Bondley, 
Cavalry, and John Trueheart Mosby, Infantry. | 





. |Bullis, et ae 
Jr., Coast Artillery Corps; Robert Merrill Lee, |Prichard, William Jesse 
Sparks, Walter William,Jr. 


Portland, Mich. 
Inverness, Miss. 
Inverness, Miss. 


PLYING CADETS ee oo rico ee 

Attack Secti ; ,furman, Wayne Pree , 

saa ‘O'Brien, Frank Edwin Concord, N.H. 

DeShazo, Robert Vernon Leeds, Ala. | Healy, John Patrick North Bergen, N.J. 
loffett: Garistorher Otho Seedy ME a yg ah ee rhe 
Bylander, Richard M Little Rock, Ark. | Quinn Robert Sidney Rochester, N.Y. 
‘Flack, Rudolph Emil est Los Angeles, Calif. | Wiper, Sarmel Bey Sheldon, N.D. 
Robinson, Gerald Graham Los Angeles, Calif. | Stefonowicz, ‘LeRoy Len Wildrose, N.D. 
Stuart, Robert Hartwell we Jose, = | Rockey, Guy Hamilton Athens, Ohio 
Cole, Perry Sherman ashington, Ind. | wxechnie, Robert: Ross Cleveland, Ohio 
Welborn, Kenneth Moses : Ky. |Mason, Joe Lemard Columbus, Ohio 
Nichols, Thomas Brooks Lexington, Ky. | Wintermte, Ire Frencis Salem, Ore. 
Hubbard, Ronald Dean Warren, Ohio | Sullivan, William A., Jr. Aspimvall, Pa. 
Madre, John Douglas is, Tenn. | Baxter, Forrest Houston Hazel, S.D. 


Howery, Allen Moore 
Arnold, Walter Erath 


Bombardment Section 


Wade, Horace Milton 
Courtney, Harold Douglas 
Green, Edwin Snith 
Lindsay, James Robert 
Nisbett, Charles Albert 
Menierre, Ernest Roderic 
Proctor, John Peebles 
Carlton, John Noble 
Eisenhart, Charles Marion 
McGinity, Frank Joseph 





Fullerton, Calif. 
Imperial, Calif. | 
Santa Paula, Calif. | 
East Hartford, Conn. 
Hartford, Conn. | 
Athens, Ga. | 
St.Peter, Minn. | 
Culbertson, Neb. | 
Denville, N.J. | 

{ 


Adams, Jack Walters, Okla. 
ait Frank Douglas Salem, Ore. 
Sullivan, John Lynn Scranton, Pa. 


Observation Section 


Becon, Thomas Philip 
Fitzgerald, Maurice Joseph 
McGowan, Leland Stanford 
Hopper, Rowland Wells 
Lawrence, Reesor Mott Oakland, Calif. 
Heinlein, Oscar Allen Sacramento, Calif. 
Knorre, Frederick James,Jr.San Francisco,Calif. 
Eidson, Harry Taylor Indianapolis, Ind. 
Hamilton, McHenry, Jr. . Alexandria, La. | 
Casey, Edward Richard Boston, Mass. 
Longino, Houston Walker,Jr. Silver Creek, Miss. 
Nothstein, Charles Lewis Norman, Okla. 
Gilbert, Huntington Kerr Dorset, Vt. 
Kime, Duane Louis Milwaukee, Wis. 


Pursuit Section 


Bohnaker, William John Platteville, Wis. | 
| 
| 





Bessemer, Ala. 
Fort Smith, Ark. | 
Alhambra, Calif. | 

Fresno, Celif. | 








Westbrook, Sam Wilkins Faunsdale, Ala. | 
Tuell, Joseph Cherles Bisbee, Ariz. | 
Roberts, Ji Alva, Jr. Beebe, Ark, | 


Willard, Edwerd DeLaney Nodesto, Calif. j 
Cleveland, William 3. San Francisco, Calif. 
Toliver, Raymond Frederick Fort Collins, Colo. 
Starkey, James Fred Greeley, Colo. 
Greasley, Philip Henry W. Hartford, Conn. 


Shilling, Eriksen Emerson ' Washington, D.C. 
Fountain, Willard Asa Hialeah, Fla. 
Schwartz, ‘Paul Tampa, Fla. 
Whitehouse, Robert Remfer Evanston, Ill. 
Salzarulo, Raymond Paul Richmond, Ind. 


Kluever, Arnold F.A. 
Walker, Arthur James 
Feeney, Francis Robert 
Yurkanis, Paul John 


Atlantic, Iowa 

New Orleans, La. 
Boston, Mass. 
South Boston, Mass. 





Russellville, Temn- | Knox, John Max 

El Paso, Texas | Taylor, Ozburn Earl; 
| Holcombe, Elton ve 
| Sleyden, Van Hatton 
Magnolia, Ark. | \mntire, Williem Elza 
| Hubbard, Glenn Elwood 


Nashville, Tenn. 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Atlanta,Texas 

Fort Sam Houston, Texas 
Fort Worth, Texas 
Durand, Wis. 


It will be noted that the State of Californie 
leads with 19 students claiming that State as 
their home. Texas follows next with 9; Arkan- 
sas, 8; Tennessee, 7; Massachusetts, New York, 
and Ohio, 6 each; Indiana and Wisconsin, 5 each, 
end renBining States with four or less. In 
the cities represented in this class, Washing- 
ton, the nation's capital, leads with five 
students, followed by San Francisco, Calif., 
and Hartford, Conn,, with 3 each; Los Angeles, 
Calif.; Boston, Mass.; Lincoln, Neb., and 
Nashville, Temn., with 2 each. None of the 
other cities represented claim more than one 
student each. 


The lure of aviation brought the namesakes of 
three famous Americans to the Air Corps Train- 
ing Center, and who are members of the above 
mentioned class at Kelly Field. The namesakes 
are Horace Greeley, John L. Sullivan and Harold 
Bell Wright. 

Lieut. Greeley explained that he is a descend- 
ent. of the famous editor of the New York 
TRIBUNE, who coined the famous ase, ''Go 
West, Young Man.'' He believes he is a second 
or third nephew to the editor. He is the 
youngest son of the late Col. M.N. Greeley, of 
New York. Because there was no Horace Greeley 
in the immediate family, it was decided to name 
the youngest son after the great editor. Two 
of his. brothers are in the Army, one in the 
Coast Guard and one in civil life.. 

Cadet John L. Sullivan, namesake of the once 
world's heavyweight ion, is a native of 
Scranton, Pa. When asked if his father was a 
fight fan, Cadet Sullivan, auburn-haired and 
freckled-face, queried, ‘What Irishman isn't?" 

Second Lieut. Harold Bell Wright, Corps of 
Engineers, native of Calvin, Okla., said he 
started out in life as Harold Lambert Wright, 
but while a child he told everyone he was 
Herold Bell Wright, although he was too young 
to know he had taken the name of a famous 
writer of novels on life in the Ozark Mountains. 
Wright's name has been changed officially to 
Harold Bell Wright. He does not know if he is 
related to the novelist. 
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AIRPLANE MAINTENANCE BY THE 88TH SQUADRON 


lag the recent GHQ Air Force Exer- 
cises, the Second Provisional Transport 
Squadron was commanded y Major Newton 
Longfellow, who had for his officer per- 
sonnel officers attached from various 
Other orgdnizations, The 88th Reconnais- 
sance Squadron, Hamilton Field, Calif., 
furnished three of the five airplanes 
used by the Transport § on, and four 
of the airplanes were maintained by the 
88th Squadron maintenance crews. 57 

The Transport Squadron. made four round 
trips from coast coast, piling up a 
lot of flying hours. The maintenance 
crews kep e airplanes in good condi- 
tion and estah)}ished some sort of a 
record for kec™.ug airplanes in commis- 
sion, The tote. airplane time was over 
700 hours, or én average of about 140 
hours per airplane, One airplane had 
over 1/70 hours. 

On one return trip to Hamilton Field, 
the Squadron landed at 6:45 p.m, on May 
Sth. The crews set to work and perform- 
ed 40-hour snepeessong on four airplanes 
and had them all set for a 5:30 a.m, 
take-off the next day, May 6th. This 
was typical of all overnight stops. When 
the Squadron landed in the evening or 
late afternoon after flying all day, the 
crews would start right in on their ser- 
vicing and inspections, working on most 
occasions long after dark getting the 
airplanes ready for an early take-off 
the next day. 28 

Each trip took four days of flying 
two days each way from coast to coast, 
On some of the trips an extra day was 
necessitated by bad weather. 

It is interesting to note that the 
Hamilton Field radio station was able to 
maintain centact with the airplanes as 
far as Midland, Texas, a distance of 
over 1,200 miles. 

The 88th Squadron is proud of the man- 
ner in which the airplanes performed and 
of their maintenance work which enabled 
the Transport Squadron to dart back and 
forth across the United States without 
any unnecessary de or stopovers. 

---0 


CAPTAIN BRYTE LEAVES KELLY FIELD 


Captain Walter G, te, Air Corps, 
commanding the 64th § ool Squadron at 
the Air Corps Advanced Flying School, 


Kelly Field, Texas, departed on July 
9th on a leave of absence prior to re- 
ortnne to Maxwell Field, Montgomery, 
la., in September, where he has been 
Ordered ts» duty as a student at the Air 

Corps Tactical School. 

pe oom Bryte graduated from the U.S. 
Military Academy with the Class of 1925, 
and from the Air Corps Advanced eo 
School in September, 1926. He special- 
ized in Bombardment Aviation and receiv- 
ed .the rating of "Airplane Pilot." He 


was rated as "Airplane Observer" in 
1933. He has been on ot! at Kelly: 
Field since March 15, 1935, when he re- 
ported from Nichols Field, Manila, 7, 2. 
While at Kelly Field he served in many 
important capacities, including: 
"Enetructor in the Bombardment Section 
from March 15, 1935, to December 1, 
1936; 
Commandant of Flying Cadets from June 
1, 1936, to December 1, 1936; 
Secretary and Public Relations Offi- 
cer, Air Corps Advanced Flying School, 
from December 1, 1936, to July, 1937. 
Since the date last mentioned he serv- 
ed as Commanding Officer of the 64th 
School Squadron, , 
Captain Bryte's home is in Pasadena, 
Calif. Before his appointmentcté the 
U.S. Military Academy, he attended the 
University of California, at Los Angeles 
in 1920 and 1921. He received his tem- 
porary promotion to the rank of Captain 
on A Yat 20, 1935, and his permanent ap- 
pointment on August lst of that year, 
It is with reluctance that his host of 
friends, both Army and civilian, see him 
leave San Antonio, and all join in wish- 
ing him the best of aver and success. 


TROPHIES AND MEDALS WON BY PISTOL EXPERT 


A Kelly Field officer, who is ver 
handy with the pistol, has brought home 
the bacon so often as to make it appear 
that he should be well supplied wi 
this item of food which goes along with 


the eggs. 

According to the Kelly Field Correspon- 
dent, lst Lieut. Charles F, Densford, 
Air Eo s, popular Observation Flying 


Instructor at the Air Corps Advenced Fly- 
ing School, took time out between class- 
es and went to El Paso, Texas, and liter- 
ally cleaned up on the 18th Annual State 
Pistol Matches, which were conducted in 
that fair city from June 18th to the 
eend, under the auspices of the Texas 
State Rifle Association, 
Lieut. Densford ene 
dividual shooter, and whi 
capture the State Pistol —o 
he nevertheless walked — with four 
matches, winning four first places, four 
second, one third and two fourths. Lieut, 
Densford bettered his scores of last 
year in most of the shoots he won, His 
nemesis of this and —— years, Mr. 
Cherles Ashkins, of the Texas border 
Patrol, won the title, although he did 
not take a oe gs match, his regate 
topping that of Lieut. Densford by four 
points, 
Included in the "spoils" brought home 
by Lieut. Densford were four trophies, 
seven silver medals and three bronze 
medals, which were placed on display at 
Post Headquarters for all to admire and 
envy. 


J on 


ated as an in- 
e he did not 
ionship 
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PERSONNEL CHANGES IN THE CHIEF'S OFFICE 


Ten Air Corps officers and one Medical 
Corps officer, who are nearing the com- 

letion of their tour of duty in the 
bifice of the Chief of the Air Corps, 
Washington, D.C. 
at the stations 

Lieut. Colonel H.C 


are slated for duty 
ndicated, viz: 
Grow, Medical 
Corps, Chief, Medical Section, Personnel 
Div sion, to Langley Field, Va. 

Lieut. Colonel Robert LeG. Walsh, Chief 


of the Reserve. Division, to duty as stu-| 


dent, Industrial College, 

Lieut, Colonel Gerald E, ower, Sup- 
ply Division, to the Army War College 

or duty as student. 

Major Charles P, Prime, of the Train- 
ing and oe Division, to Bolling 
Field, D.C. 

Major Alvan C, Kincaid, of the Train- 
ing and Operations Division, to duty as 
student at the Command and General Staff 
School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 

Majors Rowland C.W, Blessley, Reserve 
Division; William B, Souza, Training and 
Operations Division; James A. Mollison, 
Personnel Division, and Captain Donald 
F, Stace, Supply, Division, to duty as 
students at the Air Corps Tactica 
School, Maxwell Field ° 

Major Edward V, Harbecic, Inspection 
Division, to San Diego, Calif., as Air 
Corps Technical Supervisor. 

Major Morton H, McKinnon, Personnel 
Division, to duty as student at the Army 
War College. 

Of the Air Corps officers due to re- 
port for duty in the Office of the Chief 
of the Air Gorps, Brig. General George 
H. Brett goes to the Executive Office; 

Colonel Henry W. Harms, Major Ennis C. 
Whitehead and Captain Donald F, Fritch 


to the Supply Division; 

Lieut. lonel Robert J, Platt, Medi- 
cal Corps, to the Medical Section, Per- 
sonnel Division; 


Major Werren R, Carter and Captain 
John F, McBlain to the Training and 
Operations Division; 

Mejor Barney M, Giles to the Inspec- 
tion Division; 

Major Austin W, Martenstein. to the 
Finance Division; 

Major Omer 0, Niergarth and Captain 
Donald R, Goodrich to the Personnel Di- 
vision; 

Major Robert M, Webster to the Plans 
Section; 

Captain Cecil E. Henry to the Reserve 
Division, 

=—--000--- 


LIEUT, DENSFORD (From Page 7) ° 


Lieut. Densford's outstanding pistol 
shooting dates back from the days he was 
atten the Air Corps Advanced Flying 
School at Kelly Field, when in 1932 he 
won the State Championship, While serv- 
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ing in the Hawaiian Department he com- 


| matches, which were fi 


peted in two Territorial championshi 
shoots, capturing first place both times. 
He also participated in the Texas State 
Matches in 1936 and 1937, winning second 
lace - as he did this year. Patrolman 
2 nosed him out of first place at 
each of those shoots, as he did this 
year, The winner of this year's 
ed on an aggre- 
s, scored 1133 in five matches, 
139 for Lieut. Densford, and 
out of a 


ossible 1200, 

The Kelly Field participant used .22, 

caliber pistols in these 
matches. He is a member of the Liberty 
Pistol and Rifle Club he Antonio) but 
did not compete under its auspices this 
year, as there were insufficient numbers 
of its membership to make up a team, 

All the members of Kelly Field - and 
the shooting fraternity especially - were 
immensely pleased with the achievements 
of their gun totin' flying instructor, 
and wish him continued success in many 


gate basi 


| pistol shoots to come in the future, 


with the conviction that he will always 
bring home the — 
awaaQQQ@ne 


LOWRY FIELD HOLDS OPEN HOUSE 


More than 12,000 residents of Denver 
and vicinity took advantage of Lowry 
Field's first “open house” to see how the 
Air Corps lives and to look at the —- 
ment used in teaching students the - 
jects of Armament and Photography, 

Starting at 1:50 p.m,, Sunday, June 
27th, a steady line of cars began pouring 
into the post, and when the closing hour 
arrived at 5:30 p.m., it was hard for 
most of those present to break away from 
the thousands of interesting items on 
display. 

. Several mothers were seen to point out 
to their sons the orderly manner in which 
the soldiers make their beds and place 
their shoes beneath them, 

' Great interest was shown in the work of 
the Armament Department. The collection 
of machine guns, dummy bombs, bomb racks, 
machine gun synchronization. apparatus and 
gun cameras kept the huge throng con- 
stantly asking questions of the military 
personnel on duty. 

Equal interest was manifested in the 
Photographic Roper Geant where dozens of 
huge and expensive cameras were on dis- 

‘ candid camera enthusiasts 
kept the photo students and instructors 
on their toes answering questions. 

ot na me see io ‘. Jones bag r 

eatly impressed by the huge crowd, an 
| AY ee tree were that future visiting 
days may be designated, 

Colonel Jacob H; Rudolph, Air Corps, 
reported for duty and assumed command of 
Lowry Field, Denver, Colo., on July lst, 
relieving Lieut, Colonel Junius W, Jones, 

















assigned to duty in Washington, D.C. 
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LIEUT, GOWEN LOSES LIFE IN CRASH 


The crash of a B-10B Bomber on July 
1938, at Paitilla Point, on the out- 


11 
skirts of Panama City, Republic of 
Panama, resulted in the death of lst 


Lieut. Paul R. Gowen, Air Corps, His two 
companions in the plane, lst Lieut. 
Kenneth R, Crosher and Private Gareth H. 
Bundy, Air conve survived the crash, 
the former sus aining minor burns and 
the latter major burns. 

A graduate of the United States Mili- 
vary Academy, West Point, N.Y., June 13, 
1933, the deceased officer was commis- 
sioned a second lieutenant in the Corps 
of Engineers and assigned to the Air 
Corps for flying training. Gpateateng 
from the Primary rayne chool, Randolph 
Field, Texas, June 3O, 1934, he special- 
ized in Attack Aviation at the Advanced 
Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, and 
graduated therefrom October 13, 1934, on 
which date he was rated as "Airplane 
Pilot." He was then assigned to duty 
with the 20th Pursuit Group at Barksdale 
Field, Shreveport, La. In January, 1937, 
he was eenteees to duty in the Panama 
Canal Department. 

Lieut. Gowen was 29 years of age and a 
native of the State of Idaho. 


The Air Corps sends its deep sympathy 
to the bereaved relatives of this > 
€ 


mising yo officer who lost his 
n the acs Fig 
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DEATH OF LIEUT, COLONEL ERNEST CLARK 


The death on June GW, 1938, at the 
Marine Hospital, Baltimore, Md., of 
Lieut. Colonel Ernest Clark, removed 
from the ranks of the Air Corps an offi- 
cer of superior lifications and one 
who was heid in high esteem by his fel- 
low officers. 

Funeral services were held at the 
chapes at Fort Myer, Va., on the morning 
of 5th, and interment was in the 
Arlington Cemetery. The honorary pall- 
bearers were Lieut. Colonels M,F, vis, 
Vincent B, Dixon, Rosenham Beam, W.E, 
ver eens Ira C, Eaker and Major David G. 

ngle. 

A native of Terre Haute, Ind., where 
he was born on December 13, 1884, Col, 
Clark for Barses. of three years from 
March 15, te 9, served as an enlisted 
Man in the 10th U.S. Infantry, and was 
discharged as a sergeant. Reenlisting 
on July 31, 1902, he was assigned to 
Company G, 20th infantry, and he served 
therewith until eee. tT: | purchase, 
as a corporal, August 24, 1903, While 
with the Infantry, he saw service in. 








24, 1908, and was promoted to first 
lieutenant on December 30, 1914. From 
July 15, 1916, to February 1, 1917, he 
was aide-de-camp to Brigadier General 
E.M. Lewis, the Comman Officer of 
the Indiana Brigade, at which time it 
was in the Federal service on the 
Mexican border. 

In March, 1917, Colonel Clark was 
authorized by the Militia Bureau in 
pe yey or to take the course in avia- 

a 


tion the Signal Corps Aviation Schol 
at San Diego, Celif. e completed the 
course and 


ualified for the rating of 
Junior Military Aviator in July, 1917. 
Appointed a temporary lst Lieutenant, 
Ce Cerps, U.S. Army, on November 14, 
1917, he was officially rated a Junior 
Military Aviator on the same dete. He 
continued on duty at San Diego, serving 
as Assistant to the Officer in Charge 
of Flying until his transfer to March 
Field, Calif., for duty as Officer in 
Charge of Flying. While on duty at San 
DAee0o he established the auxiliary 
flying field at Otay Mesa, then know 4 
as "East Field," and had direct charge, 9 
being responsible for all flying at 4 
this field. . 
At March Field, Colonel Clark not 
only established the course of Savane 
instruction thereat. but made an envi- 
able record in having given 28,000 hours 
of instruction to flying cadets without 
In March, 1919, Colonel Clark assumed 
the additional duty of commanding offi- 
cer of the Flying School Detachment, and 
for a number of months he also served as 
Executive Officer of the field, During 
the summer months of 1920 he was in. 
charge of Forest Fire Patrol operations. 
Transferred to Chanute Field, Rantoul, 
Ill., in April, 1921, Colonel Clark was 
stationed at this rield until October 6, 
1927. During this period, his duties 
were varied in character, He commanded 
the Air Service Technical School Detach- 
ment, was Executive Officer of the 
field, Intelligence Officer, Provost 
Marshal, Post Operations Officer, En- 
—— Officer and Meteorological Of- 
icer. for a aumber of eae he com- 
manded the 15th Observat 
At his next. station, nga “goed Field, 
Va., Colonel Clark was Post and Wi 
Operations Officer, Post Airways Offi- 
cer, and Post Information Officer until 
July, 1928. He was then assigned to the 
command of the 59th Service Squadron, 
end Bombardment Group. For several 
months he was in temporary command of 
the 2ud Bombardment Group. 
Transferred to Bolling Field, D.C., in 
mb ag eg oe he was placed in command 
r 


on Squadron, 


Cuba, | . } of the 8 Detachment thereat. Yor 
Beginning ix 1907; Colonel Clark, for | brief periods he served as Executive Of- 
a period of ten years, served with the ficer and Commanding Officer of the 
Indiana National Guard. He was commis- | Field. 
sioned a second lieutenant on February (Continued on Page 12. 
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11TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON CELEBRATES 


Observance of the 2lst anniversary 
of the 1lth Bombardment Squadron, sta- 
tioned at Hamilton Field, Calif., was 
celebrated on June 25th with a picnic at 
McNear's Beach, a few miles from San 
Rafael, All types of recreation were . 
available to the men of the "Eleventh, 
their friends and guests, A public ad- 
dress system was taken alo or dancing 
in the evening after the soldiers made 
the most of swimming and games in the 
far famed California sun, 


The llth Bombardment Squadron was or- 
anized at Kelly Field, Texas, on June 
Seth, 1917, from preonpe* derived from 
Company "B," Provisional Aviation School, 
Signal Corps. After intensive re: 
both at Keily Field and Scott Field, the 

Squadron was ordered to England December 

ig, 1917, on H.M.S. "“Orduna." Disembark- 
ing at Greenbrock, Scotland, December 31, 
1917, the Squadron arrived at Winchester, 
England, January 1, 1918. } 

At Maulan, shortly after leaving their 
first front line station of Amanty, 

July, 1918, the Squadron Insignia was 
adopted. Conceived in the mud of the 
front lines, "Jiggs" was supposed to 
typity the long suffering and patient 
spirit of the Eleventh, as it met with 
many disappointments in its effort to 
get into action. 

Privates Hal Green and Lawrence Larson 
conceived the idea of "Jiggs" for the 
Squadron Insignia, and it was drawn by 
Sergeant Clement Jenkins. 

The unofficial record shows that 
"Jiggs" accompanied the Squadron on 32 


bombing raids, engaged in 17 combats and 
has official confirmation of 13 victo- 


ries. 

A few years 860» Mr. George McManus, 
the famous creator of the Maggie and 
Jiggs cartoon, obli angly drew the car- 
toon for the Eleventh, thus perfecting 
and addi to the attractive insignia a 
feeli that Mr. McManus alone can put 
into his cartoons. 

.General Orders No. 5, War Department, 
1926, awarded four battle credits to the 
Squadron at Lorraine, St. Mihiel, and 
the Meuse-Argonne. Thirteen victories 
of the Squadron received official con- 
firmation. During the 32 bombing raids 
and 17 combats in which it participated, 
the Squadron suffered 20 casualties, con- 
sisting of 10 killed, 8 taken prisoner, 
one wounded and one missing in action. 


Master Sergeant Charley J. Osburn, 
Air Corps, stationed at the Advanced 
Flying Scheol, Kelly Field, Texas, is 

laced on the retired list, effective 
uly 31, £938. 


PHOTOGRAPHS OF ERUPTING VOLCANO 


Army airmen stationed in the Philip- 
pines took a number of interesting photo- 
graphs of Mt, Mayon, the world's most 
perfect volcano, in action, After ten 
years of inactivity, this volcano erupt- 
ed on June 4th, last, forcing thousands 
of natives to flee from their homes. 

Mt, Mayon, which towers to a height of 
8,274 feet and rises straight out of the 
coastal plain, is located five miles 
northwest of the city of Leceers the - 
capital of the province of Albey on the 
island of Luzon, It is approximately 
210 miles east of the city of Manila. 
Chiefiy noted for being one of the 
worid's most symmetrically conical vol- 
canoes, Mt, Mayon_is one of several 
active volcanoes left in the Philippines. 
Its activity is limited to smoking and 
periccical eruptions. 

Almost ten years ago, on July 2, 1928, 
the coast town of Libog, P.I., then. 
having a population of ” 000, and sever- 
al villages, were virtually destroyed 
by the lava from this volcano. 

In the 1928 volume of the Air Corps 
News Letter, the following item was 
found under notes from Nichols Field 
;@nd under the caption "5th Photo 
Section"; 

“Lieut. John D, Corkille, pilot, and 
Lieut. George W, Goddard, photographer, 
flew to Legaspi and made some interest- 
ing photogrepns of Mayon volcano, which 
is in eruption at the present time," 
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FLYING ACTIVITIES OF GRD TRANSPORT SQDN. 


| The pilots of the Third Transport 

| Squadron, San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan 
| Field, Texas, have flown an average of 
| 688 hours each during the past fiscal 
year. 

| The eight pilots of the Squadron, lst 
iLievts. M.H. Warren (Comman ing » InP. 
i|Kleinoeder, C.B. Collier, 2nd Lieuts. 
;t.K. Dorsett, P.S, Blair, Master Ser- 

| geant C.P, Smith, Technical Sergeant 
|P.B. Jackson and Staff Sergeant F.0. 
iTyler, have flown 5,511 hours without 
‘even a minor accident. Technical Ser- 
'geant Jackson, with a total of 785 hours, 


lhad the highest amount of flying time. 


The News Letter Correspondent states: 
"This is an exceptionally well qualified 
group, having an average of 3,070 hours’ 
total time per pilot. Since the first 
C-o3 transport was received 20 months 
ago, these airplanes have been flown 
over a half million miles without even a 
minor accident and with only one forced 
sanding on which occasion the airplane, 
fully loaded, was flown on one engine 
to Austin, Texas, and landed without 
mishap. This forced landing was due to 
& material failure and was not caused by 
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ATR-TRACK INSTRUMENT LANDING SYSTEM 


The improved Air-~Track Instrument Land- 
ing System, manufactured by the Washing- 
ton Institute of begets of was inspect- 
ed and flight tested at P tsburgh, Bes 
by a representative of the Air Corps Ma- 
teriel Division, Wright Field, Ohio, In 
his report, it was stated that this land- 
ing system as now installed at the Alle- 
gheny County Airport, Pittsburgh, Pa., 

resents a system much roved over 
t tested by representatives of the 
Materiel Division at College Park, Md., 
in June and July, 1936, an rovides in- 
formation which would indicate that the 


A Me 


PERMANENT REMINDERS OF A WORLD WAR HERO 


The various medals and engraved cita-— 
tions, once the treasured possessions of 
the late Lieut. Colonel William Thaw, 
Air Service, one of America's outstand- 
ing heroes of the World War, will be on 
display sometime in the future at the 
Army Aeronautical Museum at Wright Field, 
Dayton, Ohio. These mementoes were pre- 
sented to the Air nig by Mrs, Benjamin 
Thaw, of Washington, D.C., widow of the 
brother of Colonel Thaw. At their per- 
manent resting place at Wright Field, 
they will serve as a reminder to future 
generations of American youth of the 





straight line glide path will be a desir- 
able as well as an essential feature of 
ony Setar instrument landing system. 

is straight line glide path is, of 
course, under rst hea pag by several 
agencies, including the Army, at the 
resent time. The glide path of the Air- 
rack Instrument Landing System had only 
a slight curvature, and the straighten- 
ing gut of this path made it possible for 
it to be followed much more accurately 
and with greater ease than any previous- 
ly tested. 
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_ OFFICERS ASSIGNED TO RANDOLPH FIELD 


The following-named Air Corps officers 
were relieved from further assignment 
end duty at the stations indicated and 
oor to duty at the Air Corps Train- 
i enter at Randolph Field, Texas: 

aptain James F, Phillips, from Edge- 
wood Arsenal, Md. 

Captain Elmer T. Rundquist, from Fort 
Riley, Kansas. 

lst Lieut. William C. Dolan, from 
Brooks Field, Texas. 

lst Lieuts. Richard EB, Ellsworth and 
Richard H. Wise, from Mitchel Field,N.Y. 

lst Licuts. William J, Holzapfel, Jr., 
Dyke F, Meyer and 2nd Lieut. lbur W. 
Aring, from Maxwell Field, Ala. 

lst Lieuts. Kurt M, Landon and Eari Ff, 
, from Scott Field, I11l., 

st Lieut. John W. Persons, from 
a fen, sera D.C. 


lst Lieut. Lloyd H, Tull, from 
Aberdeen Proving — Md. 
moO meee 


Lieut, Colonel Harold M. McClelland, 
Air Seg be has been detailed as a member 
of the General Staff Corps and assigned 
to the War Department General Staff. 

Effective August 3, 1928, he is reliev- 
ed from assignment and duty at the Gen- 
eral Headquarters Air Force, Langley 
Field, Va., and assigned to duty in the 
office of the Chief of Staff, Washington, 
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Captain. Francis B, Valentin 
Corps, was-promoted to By 
» 1938. 


tt met ) 
with rank from June 27 ore, come” 


~l1 


‘gallant airmen who gave their all for 
'the defense of democracy during the 
iWorld War. 

At the age of 40, Colonel Thaw died 
in Pittsburgh, Pa., on April 22, 1934, 
The airman, whose feats in aerial con- 
bat as commander of the Lafayette 
Escadrille made illuminating chapters 
in the history of war-time aviation, 
succumbed to pneumonia, 

As an early aviation enthusiast, 
Colonel Thaw devoted much of his time to 
its development before the outbreak of 
the war, During that great conflict he 
came to be recognized as one of the out- 
standing figures in the air operations 
in the war-torn area, and he became the 
leader of the heroic little band of 
American flyers who parecer into the 
conflict almost at its beginni as sol- 
diers of France, and wno later became 
identified by the now famous name of the 
"Lafayette Escadrille." 

Story after story of German planes 
brought down, and of heroic battles in 
the undeveloped war-time planes, center- 
ed the attention of the world on the 
Lafayette Escadrille, Colonel Thaw was 
frequently cited for heroic action, and 
before the war had been in progress two 
years he was awarded the French govern- 
ment's Military Cross, the highest honor 
woseh can be attained by a French sol- 

er. 

Long before the outbreak of the war, 
Colonel Thaw and his brother, Alexander 
Blair Thaw, were mepmeers op ae experiments 
on aircraft devices, and the latter de- 
veloped an automatic stabilizer, In 
1914, the two brothers went to France in 
an endeavor to interest the French gov- 


ernment in that device, Shortly there- 
after, the war broke out, and Colons 


Thaw remained in France to enlist with 
121 other Americans in a volunteer 

i > legion organized when the hos- 
tilities began, He entered as a private 
and while still holding that rank was 
transferred in December, 1914, to the 
fiying corps. He served with various 


squadrons on the front lines and, during 
the course of his service with the 
French air force, he was promoted at 
various times and reached the rank of 
Ist Lieutenant on May 22, 1916. 
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On October 17, 1917, he was given com- 
mand of the Lafayette Escadrille, and in 
the following month he was transferred 
to the American Air Service. He was 
commissioned a Major on November 7, 
1917, and given the command of the 1l03rd 
Pursuit Squadron on January 10, 1918. On 
August 1, 1918, he was placed in cormand 
of the 3rd Pursuit Group, and on October 
15, 1918, he was promoted to Lieutenant 
Colonel. : 2 

While with the U.S. Air Service over- 
seas, Colonel Thaw was on active f ing 
duty in the various offensives in whic 
the American was ae age He re- 
turned to the United States in December, 
1918, and commanded Rockwell Field, 
Calif., until July, 1919, when he was 
honorably discha:ged from the service. 

Following his return to civil life, 
Colonel Thaw entered the insurance busi- 
ness in Pittsburgh, but maintained his 
interest in aviation and made frequent 
flights. He first learned to fly at the 
Curtiss School of Aviation at Hammonds- 

ort, N.Y., June to August, 1913. He 

lew from mr. get via New Heven, to 
New York, with another airman, Steve 
Macgordon, flying under the East River 
bridges and around the Statue of Liberty. 
This was in October, 1913. In December 
of that reer he flew a Curtiss flying 
boat in Florida. Zarly the next year 
he flew a Curtiss hydroplane at various 
localities on the Mediterranean Sea, 

The medals, engraved citations, etc., 
turned over by Mrs. Thaw to the Air 
Corps, are enumerated below, as follows: 

1, Citation for the Disti shed Ser- 
vice Cross, signed by General John J. 
Pershing, with the decoration affixed to 
the citation. ~ 

2. Citation, dated April 19, 1919, and 
signed by General Pershing, commending 
Lieut. Colonel Thaw for exceptionally 
meritorious and conspicuous service as 
Commanding Officer of the 103rd Pursuit 
Squadron, 

3. Citation for the A La'Ordre de 
L'Armee, to which is affixed the Croix 
de Guerre decoration, with four palms 
pinned on the ribbon, 

4, Citation for the Ordre National de 
La Legion D'Honneur, dated April 9, 1919, 
conferred by the President of France on 
Lieut. Colonel Thaw, The decoration is 
aifixed to the certificate. 

5, A history of the Grd Pursuit Group, 
lst Pursuit Wing, lst Army, comprising 
eight single-spaced typewritten pages, 
mounted on heavy cardboard. 

6. Large sheet Sane paper, on 
the bottom half of which are inscribed 
the names cf en of the 28th, 93rd, 
103rd and 213th Squadrons, credited with 
bringing down en planes, and the num- 
ber thereof. At the top of this sheet, 
painted in colors, an eagle is perched 
on the top of a scroll wherein there is 
inscribed the words "Roll of Honor of 


the Grd Pursuit Group." Underneath bees |F 








ainted in appropriate colors, are the 
nsignia of the squadrons above mention- 


ed, 

7, A large frame, on the left ap- 
pearing a letter to Lieut. Colonel Thaw, 
dated Paris, France, January 14, 1918 
written by Mr. Lawrence V. enet, Chair- 
man of the Foreign Service Committee, 
Aero Club of America, and stating that 
in recogniticn of the splendid service. 
Colonel ‘Thew rendered as founder of the 
Franco-Amer?.can Flying Corps, there is 
bestowed upon him the Special War Medal 
of the Aero Club of America, This medal 
is fastened at the top center in the 
frame. At the right is an engraved cer- 
tificate of the Ligue Aeronautigue de 
France, dated June 14, 1917, expressing 
yretes and gratitude to Colonel Thaw, of 

he Lafayette Escadriile, and awardi: 
him the Medal of the League. This medal, 
which is more in the form of a plaque, 
is fastened at the bottom center of the 
frame. 
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COLONEL CLARK (From Page 9 ). 


In June, 1931, Colonel Clark arrived 
in the Hawaiian Department and assumed 
command of the 18th Pursuit Group at 
Wheeler Field, Schofield Barracks, T.H. 
He was repeatedly commended by his su- 
perior officers for the excellent man- 
ner in which he edministered his command. 

Aftor over four years of service in 
Hawaii, Colonel Clark, in November, 
1935, —- for duty with the lst 
Pursuit Group at Selfridge Field, Mt. 
Clemens, Mich. On March 19, 1937, he 
began his duties as Air Officer of the 
rd Corps Area at Baltimore, Md. 

Commissioned a Captein in the Air 
Corps, Regular Army, on September 23, 
1920, he was promoted to Major on March 
1, 1931, and to Lieut. Colonel (tempora- 
ry), March 12, mre 
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THIRD TRANSPORT SQUADRON (From Page 10). 


faulty maintenance. Therefore, although 
the pilots have hung up an excellent 
record, too much praise cannot be given 
the enlisted personnel who have made 
this possible through excellent mainten- 
ance, 

During the past 





ear, approximately 
one and one-half million pounds of 
freight was moved in and out of the San 
Antonio Depot by ao & 
---000~--~ 


War Department Special Orders announc- 
ed the temporary a pigment of Captain 
Hobart R, Yeagor, Air Corps,- to ‘the | 

a of Major, with rank from July 1, 

38. a 4 ie: 

Major Arthur G, Hamilton, Brooks Field, 
Texas, was transferred to Marshall Field, 
Kans., for duty with do$ Obeerve tien Sqd. 


























WORLD FLIGHT A MATTER OF HOURS 


Years rt when Jules Verne, the fa- 
mous novelist, wrote his book "A Tour of 
the World in Eighty Days," it is safe to 
assume that little did he dream that his 
fanciful vision of fast travel around 
the globe would actually be reduced to a 
matter of hours, 

Through his remarkable achievement of 
encircl ng the globe and covering a dis- 
tence of 14,824 miles in 914 hours, 
Howard Hughes, America's No, 1 Sportsman 
Pilot, demonstrated once more the supre- 
macy cf the United States in aviation, 

Sunday evening, July 10th, at 6:20 
p.m, E.S.T,, he took off from Floyd 
Bennett Field, N.Y., and Thurs after- 
noon, July 14th, the wheels of his spe- 
cial Lockheed monoplane rolled to a stop 
ot are same airport at 1:34 o'clock, 

And in the meantime! Monday, at 10:55 
a.m, E.§.T,., he arrived in Paris, after 
crossing the turbulent Atlantic and cov- 
ering a distance of 3,641 miles in 16 
hours and 35 miavtes. At 7:24 p.m. that 
day, after refueling and repairs, he todx 
off for Moscow, where he arrived on 
Tues morning at 3:13, covering 1,675 
miles in 7 hcurs and 49 minutes. 

Two hours and 12 minutes later, after 
refueling, the flight was resumed, and 
Omsk, U.8.S.R., was reached at 1:00 
p.m,, the distance of 1,380 miles bdeing 
covered in 7 hours and 35 minutes. 

At 5:37 p.m., the American airman 
took off on the next leg of their ‘ves 
to Yakutsk, Siberia, a distance uf 2,177 
miles, ani they arrived there at 4:08 
a.m,, Wednesday, after flying 10 hours 
and 51 minutes. 

Less than three hours later, at 7:01 
&.m,, the monoplane was again in the 
air and headed toward Fairbanks, Alaska, 
a distance of 2,456 miies, This hazar- 
dous "hop" was covered in 12 hours and 
17 minutes, They arrived at 7:18 p.m. 

The airmen aeanes in Fairbanks only 
an hour end 18 mimtes, taking off for 


Minneapolis, Minn,, at 8:36 p.m., and 
landing at the Wold~Chamber1sin Airport 
at 8; a.,m,, Thursday, after a 2,441- 


mile flight, which was covered in 12 
hours and one minute. Just 33 minutes 
later, at 9:1l a.m, the take-off was 
made on the final 1,054-mile lap to the 
Floyd Bennett Airport. 

All of the time given above is Eastern 
Standard, 

Major General Oscar Westover, Chief of 
the Air Corps, made a special flight to 
New York to extend.in person his hearty 
congratulations to the globe-encircling 
airmen for their epochal feat, And, to 
make his feelings in the mtter of re- 
cord, he wired Mr. es as follows: 

"Heartiest congra tions to you from 
me personally and from the Air Corps as 
a whole on the successful completiun of 
your epoch making world flight. You are 


tire world the preeminence of the United 
States in aeronautics." 

Brigadier General Henry H, Arnold, As- 
sistant Chief of the Air Corps, wired 
Mr, Hughes, as follows: 

"Congratulations on successful comple- 
tion of your epoch making world flight. 
You and your crew have certainly shown 
that the United States leads the way in 
aeronautics." 

As one around-the-world flyer to ano- 
ther, Major Lowell H, Smith, Air Corps, 
Chief of the Inspection Division, Office 
of the Chief of the Air Corps, who was 
the leader of the Air Corps Around-the- 
World Flight in 1924, wired Mr. Hughes, 
as follows: 

"Participants in the Army Air Corps 
World Flight nineteen twenty four ex- 
tend their most hearty congratulations 
to you and each member °f your flight 
for your splendid achievement and the 
remarkable record established." 

Associated with Mr. Hughes on this 
flight was lst Lieut. Thomas L, Thurlow, 
Air Corps, who is stationed at the Air 
Corps Materiel Division at Wright Field, 
Dayton, Ohio. Quoting Hughes' story of 
the flight in the press: "I had two of 
the best aerial navigators who ever 
lived. Lieut. Thomas Thurlow studied 
astronomy in college and is tremendously 
enterprising. He invented the best type 
of sextant, which we used, and perfected 
our arift indicator, 

"Harry Connor is a fine celestial 
Ny ohane Mon ce as eed fe in 

e merchan ine, ean urlow 
spelled each other. One would navigate 
at the take-off and the other would 
guide us into landing, and then they'd 
as ote midway of the next 196. 

ccording to Hughes! story, appears 
that on the take-off from Fo ad Bennett 
Field when he had taxied to the end of 
the runway he thought the runwey was too 
short for a take-off with that load, so 
he taxied out beyond the end of the run- 
way (concrete) on the grass. The tail 
sheel hit a hole in the grass. "I felt 
the jar," he said. “What had happened - 
although we didn't know it then - was . 
that the bump had ruptured the fitting 
ei tail wheel to tae bulkhead of the 

Dd. 

"A French mechanic nosing around under 
the ship found the trouble right away. 
The biggest danger was that the bre 
was right up close to the elevator con- 
trols and interfered with them. We and 
the French, who were grand to us, took 
@ look, They threw their hands and 
said: 'C'est fini' - it's the end, But 
not Ed lund, .. 

"Je found a United States Army me- 
chanic named cook - I don't know what he 


was ren around Paris - and he and Cook 
fixed things up with a log of le 
irons, I'd thought maybe we could do it 


with a 2 by 4, cr something, but their 





your crew have demonstrated to the en- 


-13~ 


job was swell," Hd Lund, a member of 
V-7791, A.C. 
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Hughes' crew, is a man who has had con- 
siderable experience with engines, The 

mechanic referred to by Hughes is 
Staff Sergeant John J. Cook, Air Corps, 
who is on detached service in Paris and 
mechanic for Captain John M, Sterling. 
Air Corps, who is the Assistant Military 
Attache for Air at the American Enbassy 
in Paris, Sergeant Cook was formerly 
stationed at Bolling Field, D.C., and 
is a resident of Washington, 
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ASSIGNMENTS OF NEWLY APPOINTED OFFICERS 


The 19 newly appointed Air Corps offi- 
cers, who held commissions in the Air 
Reserve, and who were commissioned under 
the provisions of the Acts of Congress 
of August 30, 1935, and April 13, 1938, 
as second lieutenants in the Air Corps, 
Reguaer Army, with rank from J ihe 
1958, as referred to in the previous 
issue of the Air Corps News Letter, have 
been assigned to duty at the Air Corps 
stations indicated: 

Howard Monroe Means to Fort Knox, Ky. 

Leland Gordon Fiegel and McClellan 
Ferguson Stunkard, Jr., to Mitchel Field, 
L,I., New York, 

Thomas Danville Brown to Fort Lewis, 
Washington. 

Harry Philip Leber, Jr., to Hickam 
Field, Territory of Hawaii, 

James Warren Phelps, Jr., to Selfridge 


Field, Mich, 
John Richardson Alison, Steele Ro 
Patterson, Thornton Kise fee ane enry 
eld, Va. 


Gordon Barrett po. Rangsey 

Michael Joseph Coffield, Waymond 
Austin Davis and Wallace Embry Nau to 
March Field, Calif. 

Lloyd He Dalton. John Ray Kilgore 
and Edward Shepard Chickering to 
Randolph Field, Texas. 

Henley Vedder Bastin, Jr., and Robert 
Carl Orth to Scott Field, Ii. 

Guy Leonard Hudson, Jr., to Moffett 
Field, Calif. 
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HAMILTON FIELD GIVES RELEASE TO B-10's 


According to the Hamilton Field Cor- 
respondent, the personnel at that field 
recently paid farewell to the last of 
the old Martin B-10 Bombers. He states: 

"These planes at one time were suppos- 
ed to be one of the most advanced type 
of two-motored bombers in our Air Force, 
but are now on the down hill grade and 
— 2 more years will be entirely ob- 
solete, 

Two of these B-10's - the last two at 
Hamilton Field - were transferred, one 
to Fort Lewis, Washington, and one to 
Moffett Field, Calif., where they will 
be used as training ships for Reserve 
officers and the National Guard. 

The Martin B-10 bomber has been slowly 
replaced by the more up-to-date Douglas 





ee 


B-18, which is also a two~-motored bomber, 

but with a carrying capacity of sixteen 

men over the capacity of three in the 
wmwwO) 0 wwe 


TRAVELING EXAMINING BOARD INTERVIEWS 
APPLICANTS FOR REGULAR APPOINTMENT 


Incident to the examination of offi- 
cers being conducted at Hamilton Field, 
Calif., for commissions in the Air 
Corps, on ae Army, was the flight 
which took the members of the examining 
on to Barksdale Field, Shreveport, 


The Air Corps members of the board, 
Lieut. Colonel C.W, Russell, Majors 
C.P, Talbot and T.V, Foster, proceeded 
in a Douglas twin-motored B-18 airplane 
to March Field, Calif., and from there 
continued on to Barksdale Field. Lieut. 
Troy W. Crawford acted as observer on 
the flight. The other members of the 
board are Major W,F, DeWitt and Captain 
P.C, Gilliland, Medical Corps. 

Forty-one Bray tay all of whom are 
worn 3 of the Air nod. tang | 

enter, have been interviewed by the 
board at Hamilton Field. Many of these 
young men are at present on active duty 
either at Hamilton Field or other Air 
Corps stations, while others of them are 
engaged in commercial aviation and other 
business pursuits. rs 
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MAJOR HARPER TO LEAVE CHANUTE FIELD 


The Chanute Field Correspondent re- 

Set that on August lst jor Earle G. 

arper, Air Corps, will leave that field 
for a month's vacation in the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains, upon the termination 
of which he will — for duty at 
Moffett Field, Calif. He then adds: 

mg Harper came to the Technical 

School from ch Field in July, 1932. 
Two years later he was appointed the 
Assistant Commandant, Air Corps Tech- 
nical School, and served as such for al- 
most four years. 

Since Major Harper's arrival six years 
ago his record has been one of loyal and 
consistently hard work with but one end 
in view - the improvement of the school, 
its courses of instruction, and quality 
of its graduates. Only one who has 
watched the progress of the school in 
the past six years can fully appreciate 
the effect of Major Harper's efforts. 

As Squadrén Commander of Headquarters 
and Headquarters § on - an organiza- 
tion composed largely of students and 
numbering on an average of five hundred 
men — he has ~_ in very close touch 
with the men. e knew personally the 
best students and the worst, their 
troubles and their problems. Few lead- 


ers have his ability to gain the same 

ct of their men while 

e strictest discipline." 
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